Ecology and epidemiology of fox rabies.
Although fox rabies has been reported in every country that has foxes, current foci of fox rabies are limited to Europe and North America. The fox rabies virus has unique characteristics that seem to be the result of adaptation through successive passages, i.e., high pathogenicity for the fox, excretion in saliva of a high proportion of infected animals, and low frequency of postinfection immunity. The spread of fox rabies is greatly favored by the characteristics of the genus Vulpes--ubiquity, broad diet, prolific nature, and its particular ethology and ecology. Animals may be immunized by oral vaccination, but natural mechanisms that also can terminate outbreaks are discussed.